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none of the advantages available in the older countries, Dr.
Tracy had always been a watchful observer of whatever
was worthy of notice in the reports of scientific progress,
and had made himself, as it were, a pioneer of obstetric sur-
gery in Australia., leading the way with remarkable skill
and signal success in the performance of all the great
operations. As regarded the report of the hospital just
read, he (Dr. Martin) would assure the Society that, in con-
struction, management, and success in working, that, insti-
tution would bear comparison with any other of the kind in
any country.
Mr. LENNOX BROWNE desired to bear testimony, from the

experience of several visits when in Melbourne seven years
ago, to the excellence, he might almost say perfection, of
the arrangements of Dr. Tracy’s lying-in hospital. He had
twice witnessed Dr. Tracy perform ovariotomy, as well as
several other obstetric operations, and he was astonished
to see how, from perusal only of the writings of workers in
this Society, and without the guide of personal teaching,
Dr. Tracy operated according to the very latest improved
methods, and with at least equal success. He thought that
the Society was to be congratulated, no less than Dr. Tracy,
in that it was shown of how great use were the printed
Transactions to those Fellows unable to associate in person.
A paper was read by Dr. GEORGE MENDENHALL, Professor

of Obstetrics in the Miami Medical College, Cincinnati,
"On the Mortality of the Lying-in ward of the Cincinnati
Hospital." This paper gave an interesting account of an
outbreak of puerperal fever, the source of which was traced
to defective ventilating arrangements, by which a current
of air from a surgical ward was led into the lying-in ward.
As soon as this was remedied the mortality ceased.

Reviews and Notices of Books.
An Introcluction to the Osteology of the l!famrnalia. Beingthe substance of the Course of Lectures delivered at thethe substance of the Course of Lectures delivered at the
Royal College of Surgeons in 1870. By WILLIAM HENRY
FLOWER, F.R.S., F.R.C.S. Hunterian Professor of Com-
parative Anatomy and Physiology, and Conservator of
the Museum of the College. With numerous Illustrations.
London : Macmillan and Co. 1870.

THOSE who had not the good fortune to be able to attend
the course of lectures delivered by the able conservator of
the Museum at Lincoln’s-inn-fields during the past summer,
may be felicitated in now having the substance of that
course placed in their hands, of which only very brief
abstracts appeared in the several medical journals.

Everyone is aware how much Mr. Flower has facilitated
the examination of the valuable stores of the Museum by
placing the corresponding bones of the different classes of
animals in immediate juxta-position with one another-a
plan that it is to be hoped will be systematically carried
out through all the organs of the body, since, by this means,
many points of resemblance or of contrast are perceived at
a glance that might otherwise easily pass unnoticed, tending
to demonstrate the unity of plan that is everywhere visible
when rightly looked for. Mr. Flower’s book is an attempt,
and, we think, a successful attempt, to render into language
what in the osteological cases to which we have referred
appeals only to the eye-to pick out the important and more
noticeable particulars of the skeleton of each group of

animals, and classify them in an order that may be perfectly
intelligible and readily remembered.
We cannot say the book is light reading, nor precisely

the kind of literature a man would care to take up at the

close of a day’s labour; but it is essentially a worker’s
manual, and with its aid, and that of such a museum as

may be found in many of our large towns, a student might
acquire, in a short space of time, a very full and accurate

knowledge of the osteology of the mammalia.
The work is divided into twenty chapters, of which four

are devoted to the consideration of the vertebrse, and five to

the characteristics of the skull in the different orders. The

rest take up in order the sternum, ribs, shoulder-girdle,
arm, hand, pelvic girdle, thigh and leg, and hind foot or
pes. One is devoted to the classification of the mam-

malia; one to the general characters of the skeleton; and
one to the correspondence between the bones of the anterior
and posterior extremity, and the modincations of the posi
tions of the limbs. IL-,Ir. Flower accepts and employs the
terminology of Professor Huxley and Mr. Parker in respect
to the bones of the skull and of the shoulder-girdle.
The illustrations, of which there are 126, are most of

them original, and taken from specimens in the Museum of
the College ; and have been both accurately and clearly
drawn by Mr. Sherwin. They will prove of material as-

sistance to those who have access to only limited collections.
We not only commend this book to our readers, but trust
it will be followed by others, in which the viscera, the
nervous and muscular systems, &c., will be successively
taken up.

Metals : their Properties and Treatment. By CHARLES LOUDON
BLOXAM, Professor of Practical Chemistry’in King’s
College, London. London: Longmans., Green, and Co.
1870.

The Elements of Mechanism. Designed for Students of
Applied Mechanics. By T. M. GOODEVE, M.A. London a
Longmans, Green, and Co. 1870.
MESSRS. LONGMANS, with their customary and laudable

enterprise, are publishing a series of text-books of sciencer
adapted for the use of artisans and of students of public and
other schools. Two of the series are now before us-Pro-
fessor Bloxam’s on Metals, and Professor Goodeve’s on
Mechanism. If in the former of these works there is very
little really new, it at all events contains a useful collection
of well-ascertained facts regarding the properties and treat-
ment of the metals so far as it goes, related in Mr. Bloxam’---

easy and agreeable style. But we think that the working
men, for whose special edification this series is professedly
adapted, will have a right to expect more information on
some points than the book affords them. The meagre de-

scription of steel-tempering may be adduced for example.
The little work by Professor Goodeve is an admirable

analytical sketch of the diversified operations in machinery.
It will, however, undoubtedly prove too hard a nut for the
great majority of artisans and self-instructed men to cracky
inasmuch as the first twenty-four pages cannot be mastered
without some knowledge of the differential calculus. The

descriptions of the machines are interesting, and the mathe-
matical demonstrations very clear. We repeat it, this little
book is admirably done. Both this and the volume by
Professor Bloxam are amply illustrated vith woodcuts.

The Transactions of the Edinburgh Obstetrical Society. Session-
1868-69. Edinburgh: Maclachan and Stewart. 1870.

AFTER a period of gestation so protracted as well-nigh to-
warrant the artificial induction of labour, the Obstetrical
Society of Edinburgh has brought forth the first volume of
its Transactions. Some of its features are already familiar
to our readers, such as tha note, by Sir J. Y. Simpson, on
the " Construction and Salubrity of Maternity Hospitals,’’’
the communication on the " Construction of the Cephalo-
tribe," by Dr. Matthews Dun can; and the practical papers-
by Dr. Keiller, on the "Application of Reliected Light in
the Diagnosis and Operative Treatment of Uterine and
Vaginal Diseases," on the " Inflatable Pessary," and the
"Caoutchouc Dilator." These, of themselves, would make
the volume attractive; but they are far from exhausting
the store of original, ingenious, and practical suggestions.
We would invite attention to Mr. Wilson Paton’s "Case-

illustrating the use of Galvanism in severe Post-partum
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Haemorrhage" ; to the &deg;&deg; Case of Cephalotripsy, in a Labour
obstructed by Pelvic Deformity, originating in Necrosis of
the Ischium," by Dr. Paul Grenser, of Dresden; and, in
general, to the series of papers relating to pregnancy, as
interesting and instructive specimens of medical observation
and exposition.

Although this is the first volume, as we have said, of the
Edinburgh Obstetrical Society’s Transactions, it must not
be supposed that its previous history embodied nothing
deserving to be recorded. On the contrary, from an early
period in its existence, the Society’s proceedings were

regularly reported in the monthly issues of the Edinbu1’gh
Medical Journal, and the present instalment contains an
Appendix, in which all the papers contributed to the Society
with their dates, and authors’ names, are carefully enume-
rated. For this most useful and very laborious piece of
work, the thanks, not of the Society only, but of the pro-
fession at large, are due to Dr. R. Peel Ritchie, whose
general supervision of the entire volume has invested it
with a convenience of arrangement, an accuracy of form,
and an elegance of tone, which reflect signal credit on his
industry and his judgment.

Transactions of the Clinical Society. Vol. III. London:

Spottiswoode and Co. 1870.

AT the meetings of all scientific societies, whether old,
middle-aged, or young, much indifferent as well as much
good matter is presented for discussion. We think that
the subjects brought before the Clinical Society (a mere
child as compared with the rest) have, on the whole,
savoured of much practical usefulness. Its members have,
of course, sometimes an emphatically dull evening, either
on account of the uninteresting nature of the papers read, or
a sparse or an intensely apathetic audience; but, combining
great things with small, we may fairly predict for this

Society an energetically useful career. The third volume
of the Transactions contains two very important practical
papers, to which we would specially direct the attention of
our readers: one on Torsion, by Mr. Cooper Forster, and
another on the Use of the Ligature, by Mr. Callender.
The relative merits of the two operations are very carefully
discussed. There is other noteworthy matter in the book,
but we take leave to remark that the ventilation of questions
such as these is far more useful than abstrusely minute
accounts given of some case so very unique of its kind that
very few readers or listeners are ever likely to meet with
its analogue in their own practice.

SANITARY WORK IN INDIA.*

WE have repeatedly had occasion to notice the very
important Sanitary Reports which are now made by the
Indian Medical Departments. Of these the report from
Bengal, written by Dr. Cunningham, certainly holds the
:first rank. The sixth report, which has just reached us, is
a bulky volume, containing first Dr. Cunningham’s account
of the cholera epidemic of 1869 ; the amount of sickness
and mortality from all causes of the European and native
troops; and the sanitary condition of the gaols, and of the
native population generally. In three appendices are given-
a report by Dr. Lewis on the microscopic objects found in
cholera dejections; a statistical analysis by Dr. Bryden on
the epidemic cholera of 1869; and the revised rules to be
adopted when cholera, breaks out among the European
troops.

Dr. Cunningham’s history of the cholera epidemic will
* Sixth Annual Report of the Sanitary Commissioner with the Govern-

ment of India, 1869. Calcutta, 1870.

repay the most careful study. In some respects it is at
variance with doctrines which have been looked upon as
almost settled. In 1869, the British troops in Lower Bengal
did not suffer much, and those in Fort William escaped al-
together, although a, native regiment stationed there was
attacked. In the group of stations comprising Dinapore,
Benares, Lucknow, Cawnpore, Allahabad, &c., the Eu-

ropeans suffered greatly; but a still higher mortality was
reached in the group including Agra, Gwalior, Morar,
Sagor, Jubbulpore, &c. In Morar, out of 760 men, there
were 105 cases, and 63 deaths. In the Punjab and frontier
stations, Peshawur alone was severely attacked; but it suf-
fered frightfully, losing 207 European soldiers out of 1723
men. Altogether, in the Bengal Presidency, no less than
570 British soldiers died from cholera in 1869. This im-

mense loss is not only calamitous, but it is most dishearten-
ing. After all the investigations, after all the incessant
labour of the Indian medical officers (and they have not
spared their labours),-after all the plans which have been
tried, we are still at this point, that we may lose as many
men in the Bengal Presidency in a year from cholera as we
did in some of the greatest actions in the Sikh wars.

Dr. Cunningham’s report, however, somewhat removes
the sombre anticipation made by these figures as to future
losses. The great mortality is given by a small number of
stations; Morar, Saugor, Lucknow, Allahabad, and Peshawur
were the great centres of mortality, and gave no less than
457 of the deaths out of the total of 510. And this has
been the case also in former epidemics. Surely, then, it
would be possible so thoroughly to investigate the exact
condition of these stations as to discover the causes of their
liability; and if these causes were either undiscoverable or
irremovable, then it would be the duty of the Government
to give up those stations. For while the Europeans were
thus suffering at some points, the Hill Stations, on which
were stationed 3863 men, escaped entirely with the exception
of sixteen deaths at Sabathoo. Does it not seem most ex-

traordinary that, while the evidence of the effects of Hill
Stations in preventing malarious disease, in preserving the
vigour of the constitution, and in limiting the awful ravages
of cholera, is as strong as medical evidence can be, the
Indian Government should still persevere in denying nearly
31,000 men out of 35,000 in the Bengal Presidency the in-
calculable advantage and comfort of the cool mountain
climates? Dr. Bryden’s statistics, given at page 101, of the
health of the working parties in the Hill Stations is most
convincing, and a paper lately published in the Indian
Annals by Dr. Ambrose, of the 58th Regiment, places the
effect of a Hill Station on one wing of his regiment, as
compared with the other wing left in the plains, in a mar-
vellously clear light. We have not space to quote the
whole of his evidence, but the following table speaks for
itself. For three years the right wing of the 58th Regiment
was at Darjeeling (6200 feet above the sea level), the left ft

wing was at Benares.

In other words, the annual mortality at Darjeeling was
just one-third of the mortality even in England, while the
mortality at Benares was just threefold that of England.
Of course it will be said that military reasons demand the
occupation of such stations as Morar and Peshawur and
Allahabad; but it may be questioned whether many soldiers
would not deny the necessity of the retention even of the
two first-named places, and there are many other stations
where there can be no question whatever that all European
troops might be removed. Dr. Cunningham’s most able
report convinces us that this matter must again be con-
sidered by the Indian Government, and that this country


